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to them to find their paid:officers represented 
as everytgng that is perfect, and ther ale 
assigned to them that of drags on thewheel 
of the triumphal-car of progress ; particu- 
larly when most,members of country hospital 
committees take a deep and* active interest 
in the welfare of the institution with which 
they are connected. 

I113ebfcal flllattets, 
SCHOOL MEDICAL TREATMENT. 

The Annual Beport of the Chief Medical 
Officer of the Board of Education, reviewed ex- 
tensively in the Bri t i sh  Medical Journal ,  
points out that the Act of 1907 gives power to 
local authorities to provide medical treatment 
if they think fit, and for this purpose to CQ- 
operate with voluntary agencies if by so doing 
it seems to them they can effect their purpose 
and yet avoid laying a burden on the rates. 
T1:a responsibility of sanctioning any such 
schemes is thrown on the Board, and before 
sanctioning any substantial outlay on specih 
medical treatment it must be assured that the 
authority is really attempting to grapple with 
treatment in a broad and scientific way, and 
existing machinery must be utilised so far as 
possible before n e i  agencies are created. 
Acting on these principles, most of t;he authori- 
ties have referred all cases of disease or defect 
in the first place to a private medical practi- 
tioner, for though it is the duty of the authority 
to find out what children require treatment, it 
is that of the parent to  obtain it. The real 
problem at present facing the local authorities 
is:-(1) What is to be clone when treatment 
is required which cannot be provided by an 
ordinary meclioal man? (2) What is to be done 
for those who cannot afford the espense of 
treatment? (3) What is to be done for children 
whose parents are irresponsible or indiff ereilt 
on.the subject? On these points no opinion is 
off ered. 

The work done by School Nurses partakes 
to some extent of the nature of treatment; but 
i t  throws a good deal of work into the hands 
of private practitioners, even if these are 
directly included in the local authority's 
scheme. Certain schemes have not been sanc- 
tioned by the Board because the supervision 
of the nurse by the school medical officer when 
treating children for minor 'ailments did not 
seem adequate. The Board has required that 
in all cases treatment by nurses shall be con- 
fined to ailments such as ringworm, vermin, 
and superficial sores, though in a limited 
number of. eases it has approved the inclusion 
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of other cmditions, such as conjunctivitis, dis- 
charging ears, and slight accidents. 

When the, services of a specialist, such as 
an ophthalmologist, are; utilised, he may be re- 
garded as partT of the school medical staff. 
Schemes for providing spectacles free of charge 
have only been sanctioned when it has been 
shown to be impossible for the child to secure 
th'em through its parents or from voluntary 
associations, and when care is taken to secure 
adequate esaniination and proper prescription 
by medical men of suitable experience. - 

THE PHYSICAL CARE OF CHILDREN. 
h'luch interest has been taken, says the 

Vienna correspondent of the Lance t ,  in the 
meetings of a committee appointed by the 
Ministry of Education for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the best methods of preventing the 
physical deterioration so noticeable alilongst 
school children in the presept day. When it 
was asserted by competent authorities a few 
years ago that the physical condition of the 
Esing generation was not satisfactory much 
alarm was caused. These assertions were 
made with reference hot only to Austria but 
to several other European States as well. The 
idea of conducting a scientific investigation of 
this problem was at  once accepted by the then 
Minister of Education, Baron Gautsch, and it 
was his efforts mainly which caused the ado$- 
tion of gymnastics as a regular exercise in the 
higher schools. 

A valuable suggestion was made by several 
teachers of gymnastics, who recommended 
open-air sports and running as opposed to the 
present method of gymnastics in the Turn- 
halle, or room fitted up with ladders, ropes, 
and bars with which the children perform 
various evolutions. 

The procedure to which most iniportance was 
attached, ancl justly so, was reliable, repeated, 
and early examination of all school children by 
specially appointed medical officers. When it 
is considered that in Vienna alone there are 
250,000 children in schools, and that about 26 
per cent. of them are unclerfed and without the 
benefit of pure air, it is evident that the first 
requisite is to supply pure air and pure food in 
sufficient quantities for them, ancl then to con- 
sider how to improve their cleve1o;pment by 
bodily exercise. The outcome of the meeting 
was a resolution, addressed to the Ministry of 
Education, in which all the points iiieiitioiiecl 
above were elucidated, and financial support 
for the efforts which the committee is making 
was requested. As the recominenclations will 
be carried into effect in a short time the 
physical development of the school children 
w4ll no rloubt he inatei*inlly improved. 
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